PENN TOWNSHIP
CHESTER COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

MINIMUM DECK AND STRUCTURE EXTERIOR OPENING
REQUIREMENTS
ORDINANCE NO: 2003-03

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OF ALL DECKS MORE THAN THIRTY (30) INCHES FROM
ANY PORTION OF THE EXTERIOR HORIZONTAL SURFACE; AND ALSO
ESTABLISHING THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE INSTALLATION OF ANY
.OPENING ON ANY STRUCTURE EXTERIOR WALL,

WHICH COULD BE USED AS AN EXIT

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Penn Township has authority under Act
" No. 69, Section 1506, May 1, P.L. 103, as amended, and permits the Board of
Supervisors to adopt such rules, regulations and resolutions necessary for the proper
management, care and control of Penn Township, as well as for the maintenance of
peace, pood government, health and welfare of this Township and its citizens, and in the
exercise of this authority, the Board of Supervisors proposes to adopt this Ordinance for
the protection of all structures containing exterior openings, which could be used as an
exit; and the requirements for the construction of all decks in this Township.

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF PENN TOWNSHIP, Chester County,
does ordain and adopt the following Ordinance: '

Section 1. Definitions;
‘ ; vement which is free standing, sits upon,
< =abuts or adjoins any exterior opening in any structure andis
" construicted, fiee standing and sits upo o than sight (8) inchés,
~ “from the top oFthe structure/improvement to the highest point on the
surface on which it is coristructed or placed. - '

-A. - Deck: Any structure or improveme

B. Exterior Opening: Any opening in any structure which is located on
any exterior wall of the structure, and may be used for pedestrian

access to the outside of that structure.
Section 2. Construciion Standards for Exterior Openings

A. All'structures containing an Exterior Opening must install a deck,
porch or steps, all of which. must be built according to the terms of this



Ordinance and the minimum requirements of the Building Code,
effective as of the date of the construction of the Exterior Opening.

B. No structure may include any Exterior Opening on which there is
placed any attachment on the inside or outside of the Exterior Opening
for the purpose of prohibiting the use or access to or from this Exterior

Opening.
Section 3. Construction Standards for ‘Decks

The owner of any new structure, which includes a deck located more
than thirty (30) inches from the top of the deck to the highest point on
the surface on which it is located, and constructed on any exterior wall
must provide plans provided by a licensed engineer, who certifies that
the proposed design for the deck meets ali established safety standards
and the minimum requirements for such a structure according to the
terms of this Ordinance and the then Building Code.

A

B. Decks on existing occupiea homes; Proof of Insurance Required and
Statement signed by Homeowner & Builder verifying that deck is built
to current adopted building codes. Fee: None/Permit Only/No ]
Inspections. Decks must meet all building setbacks.

C. All decks must be constructed according to the minimum requirements
of this Ordinance, and those contained in the Building Code then in

effect.
Section 4. Permit Requirements:

A permit shall be required for the construction or placement of all decks.

Section 5. Fees

. The Board of Supervisors may, establish fee-schedLi'!é-..by:'résqi_uticm for the . .-
< -issuance of permits and ins,pei:ti011:'bﬁrall.,de_cks;;--They-fmay: amend this -
schedule, as'thé Board deems necessary by. resolution. . . - L4

Section 6. Rerﬁoval

Any person who fails to comply with the terms and standards of this
Ordinance shall comply with this Ordinance or remove the improvement
“upon seven (7) days written notice, unless an emergency situation requires
the immediate removal/modification, in which case the Township may

enter the property and take such steps as may be necessary to remove such
hazardous condition. The Township may also file an-action-in equity to . -
abate and/or remove such condition. ST T



- Section 7. Penalty

Any person who fails to comply with the Construction Standards for
Exterior Opening and/or Decks, or who shall not obtain a permit prior to
the construction and/or placement of a deck on any structure located in
Penn Township shall commit a summary offense and pay a fine not to
exceed $500 per day for eachday the violation occurs and/or continues.

Section 8. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective five (5) days afier
enactment,

ENACTED AND ORDA INED, this 2nd day of July, 2003by and on behalf of the
Board of Supervisors of Penn Township. e
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PENN TOWNSBIP, CHESTER COUN’EI"Y, PENNSYLVANIA
. AFPFPLICATION AND AGREEMENT FOR BUILDING PERMIT
Building Code Official Phone 610-692-9232 Township Office Phone 610-869-9620
Euildi):{g Code Official Fax 610-692-2724 ‘Township Office Fax 610-869-93 064
Does Applicant own the property? 1 Yes (INo

Date
Applicant
(Please Primt})  Name Address Phone No.
Property Owner
{Please Print) MName Address Phone No.
Application is hereby made for 2 permit to
Stte Location
(Lot Ne.) (House No,) {Street or Road)
' Applicant’s Estimated Fermit Fees -
Plot of Ground X Consoruction Costs* (BCO will calcudate)
{frontage)  (depth) Building § )
Garages § 3
This building is to be used as Porches § by
Zoning 5
*Estimated construction costs shall be provided by Applicant E&S 3
(include copy of contract/estimate) and shall be confirmed by UCC Fee 3
the Building Code Official to ensure consistency with the most  Other 3
cutrent International Code Council Building Valuation Data. Other - b
The higher amount between the estimated construction costs Other ’ b
and the Building Valuation Data shall determine the permii fee.  TOTAL 5
Floor Area (Sq. Ft) ’
(Garage) (Basement) (i*Floor) (2™ Floor) (Total)

ions shall accompany the applica.tion'as well as two plot plans showing the size of the lot
giving side, rear and front yard requirements. Appifcants must complete the attachecd

mpensation Reform Act PA 44,

-1 (WE) DECLARE UNDER THE, PENALTIES OF PERJURY THAT THIS APPLICATION (INCLUDING ANY
ACCOMPANYING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS) HAS BEEN EXAMINED BY ME (US) AND TO THE BEST OF
MY - (OUR) KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF IS. A TRUE, CORRECT  AND COMPLETE APPLICATION.  ALL
"STANDARD ENGINEERING PRACTICES: =~~~ ©* -~y
1 (WE) ACXNOWLEDGE THAT.I' (WE). HAVE . REVIEWED. ALL SUBDIVSION/LAND. DEVELOPMENT.PLANS,
CONDITIONS-OF :APPROVAL GONTAINED IN ANY DECISION BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS/ZONING
HEARING'BOA. RD, RECORDED FINAL SUBDIVISION/LAND DEVELOPNMEN IENT PLANS, AND THAT1 (WE) WILL
COMPLY WITH AND/OR SATISF 3 OF ; QUIREMENTS PRIOR TO THE USE
AND OCCUPANY OF THE STRUCTURE DESCRIBED IN THIS APPLICATION.

NOTE: Two sets of plans and specificat
and the location of improvements thereon,
insurance form pursuant to the Wor}_ccrs Co

CONSTRUCTION MUST CONFORM TO

E PENN TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE AND THAT THE

1(WE) AFFIRM THAT WE HAVE REVIEWED TH
PROPOSED STRUCTURE COMPLIES WITH ALL REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ORDINANCE.

ALL OWNERS MUST SIGN THIS APPLICATION AND AGREEMENT IN ADDITION TO ANY OTHER

AFPPLICANT.

Signature of Applicant(s) Signature of Property Owner(s)

Tax Parcel # Zoning Distriet

OApproved [J Approved w/conditions [J Disapproved

Permit #

Date Fee 3

Building Code Official
White — Qriginal

Yellow — Homeowner Pink ~ Township



PENN TOWNSHIP

PROCEDURE FOR APPLICATION FOR A RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMIT
UNDER THE PARAMETERS OF ACT 45 THE UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION
CODE/INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE

Section R105.3. Application for Permit, of the International Residential Code requires the
following documentation to be submitted:

The application shall be accompanied with the following plans and specifications:

¢ IRC-R106 - Plans and Specifications : The application for the
permit shall be accompanied by not less than two (2) copies of
specifications and of plans sealed by a registered design
professional drawn to scale, with sufficient clarity and detail
dimensions to show the nature of character of the work to be
performed. The building official may waive the requirements of
construction documents and/or the seal of a registered design
professional when the work involved is of a minor nature.

.. IRC-R106.2 Site Plan: There shall also be a site plan showing to
scale the size and location of all the new construction and all
existing structures on the site, distances from lot lines. In the case
of demolition the plot plan shall show all construction to be
demolished and the location and size of all existing structures and
construction that are to remain on the site of plot.

© Zoming Permits and a site plan are required for detached accessory
structures under 1000 square feet and decks less than 30 inches
from finished grade, measured within a three (3) foot radius of the
structure, are considered non-regulated structures. A Building

Permit is not required.

e The aforementioned requirements are mandated by the State of
Pennsyivania and the Uniform Construction Code.

No permit will be issued without required pans and specifications being submitted and
approved by the Township Building Official, A permit will not be issued until the
appropriate fees have been paid in accordance with Section R108. Fees shall be as
established by the Board of Supervisors currently in use at time of application.

QUESTIONS? PLEASE CONTACT THE BUILDING OFFICIAL @ 610-692-9232.



PENN TOWNSHIP, CHESTER COUNTY, PA
APPLICATION FOR ZONING PERMIT
(Required prior to issuance of Building Permit and
for all stroctures unregulated per PA Act 45)

Building Code Official Phone 610-692-9232 Township Office Phone 610-869-9620
Building Code Offi¢ial Fax §10-692-2724 Township Office Fax 610-869-9104

Does Applicant own the property? TYes 5 No

Date
Applicant 5
(Please Print) Name Address Phone No.
_ Property Owner
{Please Print) Name Address Phone No.
Property Information
St té Location -
{LotNo.) "(House No.) {Street or Road)
Zoning District Tax Parcel No.
Parcel Type (circle one below)
Residential Comrmercial Industrial Qther (describe)
Froject Type (circle one below)
New Principal Addition Renovation New Accessory
Construction Comnstruction

Was a Conditional Use Hearing required? (Jno. Oyes Ifyes, attach copy of the Conditional Use Decision.

Was a Zoning Hearing required? Ono Oyes Ifyes, attach copy of the Zoning Hearing Board’s Decision.
NOTE: All applications require two (2) copies of the site plan showing property lines, building setback lines, existing buildings and
driveways, and proposed buildings, additions and/or driveways. Locate the existing and proposed structires and driveways with
dimensions to the property Line. Please use a scale for the plans, such as 1”7 = 10°. Deck applications must demonstrate 2 Section
“View indicating the elevation or height from finished grade of the structure. Accessory structure agplicaﬁons require a plan and

elevation view indicating the square footage and height of structure.
1 (WE) DECLARE UNDER THE PENALTIES OF PERJURY THAT THIS APPLICATION (INCLUDING ANY
ACCOMPANYING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS) HAS BEEN EXAMINED BY ME (US) AND TO THE BEST OF MY

(OUR) KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF IS A TRUE, CORRECT AND COMPLETE APPLICATION. ALL CONSTRUCTION
MUST CONFORM TO STANDARD ENGINEERING PRACTICES. ALL OWNERS AND APPLICANTS MUST SIGN

APPLICATION.

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT(S) SIGNATURE OF PROPERTY OWNER(S)

Tax Parcel # Zoning District

O Approved 0O Approved as noted {1 Disapproved
Feel 5 Permit #

Date

Zoning Officer

Notes




PENN TOWNSHIP
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION INSURANCE

- COVERAGE INFORMATION
1L Applicant Information '
Name:
Address:
A. Applicant is a contractor within the meaning of the Pennsylvania Workers’ Compensation Law.

Yes (Complete Sections II, 111, IV, V and VI below as appropriate)
B. Applicant has hired or intends to hire a contractor withiz the meaning of the Pennsylvania Workers®

Compensation Law.
Yes (Complete Sections 1], LI, IV, V and VI below)

C. Applicant is property owner and doing own work.
Yes (Complete Section V below)
IL Contractor’s Federal or State Identification Number:
I Insurance Information

If contractor is a qualified selfiinsurer for Workers” Compensation, attach Certificate of Insurance o this
Addendum. If contractor subscribes for Workers’ Compensation Insurance:

Name and address of Workers® Compensation Insurer:

Policy Expiration Date:

Policy Number:

ATTACH CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE TO THIS ADDENDUM (Penn Township must be named as an
additional insured on all Certificates of Workers® Compensation and/or all Certificates of Qualified Self-Insurance.)

v, Exemption
plicant/Contractor is claiming exemption from providing Workers’

This section to be completed ONLY if Ap
Compensation Insurance. The undersigned swears of affirms that he/sHe is not required to provide Workers®
Compensation Insurance under the provisions of Pennsylvania Workers’ Compensation Law for one of the

following reasons, as indicated:
Applicant/Contractor has no employees.
Applicant/Contractor claims religious exemption under the Workers’ Compensation Law.

In the event that Penn Township reguires verification that a building permittee has filed an affidavit of exemption
from Workers Compensation, has hired employees to perform work in connection with the building permit and has
not obtained the required Insurance and provided Penn Township with the requisite information, Penn Township
shall issue 2 STOP WORK ORDER. Such Stop Werk Order shall remain io eifect until preper Workers’
Compensation coverage is obtained and proper documentation is received by Penn Township.

V. Applicant’s signature below indicates that Applicant understands and accepts the requirements of this form.

Applicant’s Signature

VI Notarjzation
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
COUNTY OF i
Subseribed and sworn to me this day of .20 -
Notary Public

My pammicsinn svnirecs



COUNTY OF CHESTER
ASSESSMENT OFFICE

313 W. MARKET STREET, SUITE 4202, P.O. BOX 2748, WEST CHESTER, PA 19380-0991

 610-344-6105
Fax 610-344-3902
www.chesco.org

JONATHAN B. SCHUCK, MBA CPE
Acting Director of Assessment/Tux Claim

Dear Property Owner:

As you have applied for a building permit from your municipality, the county
Assessmenf Office would like to advise you of the steps surounding our involvement in the
process. We would like o make sure that you are aware of what will take place during

construction and after the improvement is finished.

i) The municipality is required to supply a fist of all building and zoning permits to the
Assessment Office monthly. '

2} An assessor will visit your property when they are in your municipality (genetally rotate
through every 2 -3 months).’ :
- 3) When arriving at your property, the assesscr will come to the front door and identify

themself wearing a Chester County 1. D. badge and will present a business card. They
will ask you questions about the building permit and may need to measure the

improvements (from the outside).

4) If you are not home when the assessor ammives, a business card will be left with @ note on
the flip side of the card. The assessor will proceed to the improvement and measure if
the work is sufficiently complete. Otherwise they will mark it for a revisit the next fime

they are in the municipality.

5) Please cooperate with the assessor, as he or she is simply trying to get the correct
information about your improvement, so there will be no mistakes on the county record.

6) After the construction is finished or 30 months has elapsed your improvement will be
assessed and added to your property record card. ‘

7} You will receive a nofice from our office changing your assessment reflecting the

addition of the new improvement. If you require more information please call our office -
at 610-344-6105 and ask to speak to the assessor assigned o your municipality. '

It is the intention of this lefter to inform you of the assessment process so thai you redlize that
we will be visiting your property. Please note that due to fime constraints we generdlly do not
make appointments, unless absolutely necessary. Please be patient when an assessor knocks
on your door and answer any guestions to the best of your ability. Thank you for your

anficipated cooperation.

Sincerely,

Jdseph- aren, C.P.E. .

onathan B. Schuck
Chief Assessor

Acfing Director

Taxing Authority-please run additional copies of this letier when your supply runs low.



